The Turtle Take Monster
A Century of Mystery & Tlegend

fiobert T Groase (BSc, B)



Dedication

To my parents; thanks for those magical years at Turtle Lake 1978-1987.

Introduction
Few things can shape, inspire, and stir the imagination of a child more than spending
time at one of Canada's magical northern lakes - except maybe adding to those adventures a
long standing and persistent rumour of a monster inhabiting the lake’s cold dark depths...

It is said every legend has at least some kernel of truth in it; some connection to a once
factual event. This document is intended to serve two purposes:

1. To offer a story and help ensure the legend of the Turtle Lake Monster survives into

the future.
2. To provide an anthology of located/known written resources that were published about

the creature in years’ past.



Location and Physical Attributes
Turtle Lake Saskatchewan resides at 53.58192 degrees north latitude and -108.64865

longitude:100 Kms North of North Battleford, 130 Kms NE from Lloydminster (Google Maps).
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Turtle Lake is approximately 27.5 kms long, and 6 km wide at its widest point. Though
not seen at this level of scale (see preceding map), the lake is accessible by road on both the
east and west sides. Thunderchild First Nation resides West of Turtle Lake.

“A single outlet is present, this being at the south end via the Turtle Lake River. The
Turtle Lake River flows south and joins the North Saskatchewan River at a point near Delmas,
Saskatchewan. The Turtle Lake River is supplied with water from the lake for a short length of
time each spring, however, there appears to be an appreciable outflow in only one year out of
five resulting in a very limited amount of flushing. The lake is maintained at a relatively constant
level as a result of the small amount of outflow.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg4)

“The water area of the lake is 24.8 square miles (15,872 acres). It has a maximum depth
of 14 metres (46.9) and a mean depth of 6,29 metres (20.6 feet). Other than inflow by way of
several small streams at the north end, water level is maintained by runoff from local
precipitation. Outflow occurs only in the spring of an average year through the Turtle Lake
River.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967,pg64)

“The lake slopes gradually towards a single deep point, typical of most of the lakes found
on the glacial deposits of the agricultural region of the province. The maximum depth recorded
for the lake was 14. 3 metres (46.9 feet) at a point midway between Sunset Beach and Kopp’s
[Cove] Beach.The average depth was only 6.29 metres due to the extremely shallow northern

quarter of the lake which scarcely exceeded 0.5 metres.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967,pg5)

As far as overall biological productivity (i.e. ability to support a statistically high fish
population), Turtle Lake ranks highly when compared to other Saskatchewan lakes:

“Plankton, bottom fauna, and fish production are considered the three key factors by
which the productive capacity of a lake can be evaluated. [..] [in Saskatchewan]Turtle Lake
ranks eighth in plankton production [...]. In bottom fauna production it ranks eleventh. [...] Fish
production ranks more favourably - among the highest producers in the province than do the
other two indices. Turtle Lake ranks fifth.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg53.)



Earliest Reports of Something Unusual

It's 1923,

“Amidst winter ice, commercial fishermen complained that something huge was creating
significant holes in their nets”. (Page 346 Livelong the Sands of Time)

“A commercial and domestic fishery was in existence on Turtle Lake since the turn of the
[last] century" (Dominion Alberta and Saskatchewan Commission Report 1910-1911). Whitefish
have been the mainstay of this fishery in spite of the large numbers of other fish present.” (Biol.
of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg58)

"In 1923 [...] the first cooperatives were formed but prices were very low - 9 cents a
pound for white fish and pickerel and two cents for jacks. Catches were heavy, the fishermen
often piled their catch along the frozen banks, then hauled them by team to Paynton where they
were shipped to Winnipeg" (page 344- Livelong the Sands of Time).

It so happened that the very same year (1923) it was recorded that “a horse headed
animal with a long neck was seen by local resident Jack Matthews” (In the Domain of the Lake
Monsters: The Search for the Denizens of the Deep. John Kirk, p195)

First Nations Oral tradition may predate the year 1923. We don’t have exact dates on
oral stories, but did find this general reference from a contributor on Reddit. This perception
paints a very pragmatic and practical view of what the monster was perceived to be:



@ tachibana_ryu - 3 yr.ago

There are reports of it looking like a giant sea horse dating back to when the area was colonized.
The local cree though pass it off as a large sturgeon. However they also have legends of people
venturing into the turtle lake monster's habitat and disappearing. So take that as you will.

The sturgeon theory is fairly plausible though as the Turtle river connects with the North
Saskatchewan. It is entirely possible that a sturgecn managed to swim up the river systems into
the lake. Sturgeon have a very long life span and can get quite large given the right growing
conditions. And trust me Turtle Lake is deep enough it can definitely support a lake monster or 3.

Unfortunately we have never managed to catch a monster sturgeon in Turtle Lake so we can't
confirm this myth busted. However Candle Lake that has similar conditions, we have managed to
catch monster sized Sturgeon in fish nets. This is why we can mark this theory plausible for all
you skeptics!

Anywho in conclusion even if we want to believe it is a giant sea horse monster, the evidence and
original native myths don't really support a supernatural or unidentified mystery animal (UMA)
living within the lake.

Tl;dr The turtle lake monster is or was possibly real, just being a monster sized Sturgeon. It has
now hecome a tourist trap for the locals.
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(from reddit.com)
“[First Nations] legends [...] tell of “the big fish” inhabiting the picturesque resort lake”.
(Livelong - Sands of Time, pg 348)

In “Ghost Stories of Saskatchewan Volume 3” page 174, it is written, “It [the lake] would
be perfect if not for the massive, writhing creature said to lurk in its depths. Ask any of the locals
- they are all familiar with the story, which predates settlement of the area. The Cree were the
first to speak of it, telling cautionary tales about people who had vanished after venturing into
the monster’s territory.”

Later Reports
Because of the lake’s size, beauty, appeal, and relative proximity to a few populous

communities (i.e. The Battlefords, Lloydminster, Saskatoon, Edmonton) the lake began to be
developed for recreational purposes in the 1930s.

“O.E Warner can be credited with developing the first resort. Ole Knutson bought
Warner’s resort and built the big dance hall, tearing down the old one. Art Larson ran the resort
in the late '30’s. Added attractions were an annual stampede and sports day. Frank Bekolay
purchased the resort and began the first division into lots for lease or sale. Lyle and Lil Varty
then purchased this resort and built the Northlander Inn, after moving the dance hall to a new
location...[]...At the same time many more resorts were being developed around Turtle Lake,
some much larger than others.” (Livelong Sands of Time pg 344).



(artistic impreasion)

The first documented newspaper reference of the TLM (found
so far) arrived in 1947...



Saskatoon Star Phoenix May 5. 1947

Open Season for Monsters

1
|

War headlines are forgotten. Moscow
conference records are being filed away.
Make way for the Loch Ness monster,
a creature of less fevered days than we
have been living through. Where have
you been, Loch Ness monster, all this
time? Did you hibernate during the war?
Scotland had need of her monsters in the
dark days., Were you engaged on secret

service work so secret that we heard
nothing of it? Surely no genuine native
of Scotland ignored the war entirely.
How have you heen during the austerity
winter just past? Did you escape the Ger-
man bombs only to have a few ripples
frozen off your tail in Britain’s grimmest
winter? We welcome you back, but con-
fess we did not expect you until the
whisky shortage was ended in Scotland.
Can you explain this?

Meanwhile, we are waiting for news
from Turtle Lake, near Livelong, Sask.,
where Saskatchewan's native monster
was once reported, Livelong is in the
north east. First details of its monster
came from a fisherman, who reported a
long black creature of considerable length
that froliced on the waters’ surface far |
from shore. Whether or not our prairie |
monster survived the winter has not as |
yet been ascertained, ‘




The 1950s thru 70s was a boom period at Turtle Lake involving lot sales, road
improvements, cabin building, and recreational development. The next newspaper article found
so far on the topic came 29 years later. It was in the 1970s and 80s that articles on the topic
took off and peaked.

Saskatoon Star Phoenix March 1 1978

The Turtle Lake monster is
alive and well, and even
though It appesirs to be head-
bess andd without a tail, it is
still surfacing and creating
interest to area residents, The
North Bottleford News Op-
timist carried a story of sev-
eral corraborating r
that o primitive shark-like
creature has been observed

One day a loeal pilot who
was flying aver the lake
noticed what at first glance

appeared 10 be |
woeding Mlong (e cast shore.

Fﬂiliﬂﬂ. I see any people in

fhe black shapes, he instinc.

tively banked and eased the
plane down for a closer look.
He reports that two lmiﬂl‘-'

creatures dived in unison as
:ﬂnm sald they

100 feet. The pilot

were aver 10 feet long and he

didn 't see all of thern because

of their wake., Flgheries

7

lake sturgeon In Turtle Lake
(me fisherman who
gllmm the beast rlnht
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Saskatoon Star Phoenix Wednesday Jan 10. 1979
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Regina Leader-Post Jan 13, 1979

Is there a monster
living in Turtle Lake?

LIVELONG (O — Wauikd you believe
im m beast callod the Turtle Lake Mo
#lor?

It laeks the romance of thie hing rom
Taoch Ness el B0 "5 Ograpago — Inil s
spute S prosaie name, i provides am-
munition for Hvely comversation m e
coey beer parioe @t the Livelong Hitel
sl of the turthe-shaped lake stoul 30
miles east of Ldosdmbinsicr

Acvordingg 1o thie believers, the man
stir 18 bikg and Block .

Inwimter, they say, the boas lets fis
ermen ko (15 aroomd by tearing hupge
holes in e nets, I e summer, widl,
it breaks the sarface 10 frighten onleok
s Wil e ennrmos siae

The stories abaoid e monster, with
three umgs on its back. o bong neck and
P ke o horse, plg or dog depending
o wlich wersion you believe, have been
Kieked about for i3 years,

Indian legends — as usual in hese re
faerts — Bl af the b Hsl mluibiling
e pecturesee resor lake

“Some peopile say s W feel long and
fhere might be maore under water."” savs
Ben Blatz, a school teacher and oo
owner of the lake's Noritdander Inn

Girls scared

Ty giThs saw 11 bast yoar whibe wie
fer-skiing and were sp scared they
eobdn’t go back in”

Blatz, who ealls himsell 8 lalf-be-
lievor, siivs he saw @ creature in the lake
one day, It looked like it had three
Tusmps om its back

Disbeliever Gordon Kenderdine, wha
Pras alsn seen thie *creatire,” hinks i s
@ large sturgeon abett {wo or three
metres inlength similar to & S00-pounder
caught near Saskatoan.

“You have to be realistc,” savs Ken
derdine, a sewmill owner. * think it's a
sturgeon but | dom't know what vou'd

emteh it with. Many bimes you gel your
ned torn by ot

i mgres thad what b saw lioed bwo or
thre Framgi, bub Dgures Hiem 1o be tee
creature s dorsal lins

There ure those whe say they saw the
eredture surfoce and joke o dig- or
borsesdike lad mto s e,

Do ol b s Lans Sandwak, 17, of
Caalgary, wls used tis live isr (e lake

“I it look Dike o Dish's head — o
st of ek Dk g dogg. 1 saw it when it
Jumgad oul of e wisder.”

M Saanclw ik deseribes e creature
£l suw [wo pears mgo as being griyis
i color md “bag and wgly,

Al Truden Likes o talk about U man-
stur over an ale or fwa

0 was ool lishing ome doy snd il was
absalutely calm, All of o sudden thiere
were thess waves thal came from no
whiere [ aever saw whut made Usem bl
Fve often had buge holes i fishing
s )

Whast do government and RUMI® olfi-
cils have o say?

Riskitehowan sturgenn don't grow b
three metres Jomg. o government (-
shiries biokaglsl says.

Bt know 1 there's anything o 1,
siys HOME* Constable Al Morgan of the
niarby Glaslvn detachment

Blat: fopes to catch the creature 1o
end all speculaion.

< ot of preogle see it bt they don't
say anything because ey hink people
will say they areerasy.”

“In winter, it tears huge holes in the nets of local fishermen. In summer, it frightens
swimmers and boaters. According to the Canadian Press Story carried by the Niagra Falls
Review, Jan 31 1979, The huge monster has three humps, a long neck, the head of a horse,
pig, or dog, depending on the report of the observer. The Turtle Lake terror has been dismissed
as a huge lake sturgeon. There are reports of a monster appearing in the lake since the mid
1920s.” (Mysterious Canada - John Robert Columbo, pg 309)
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Bait that hook and get ready to reel in the big ones

By Al Finney

of The Leader-Post
Whether you're leoking for a ily-in va

cation 1o a northern liks

pack up the family for

fehew

oF just want Lo

weekend trip.

1 i a treat
catch anything from Northern

¢ 10 Kokanee Salmon in the thou
sands of fishing waters in the province
And getting to the fish is a simple mat
tey

v

The southern lakes are easy. Just de
cide which one is right for you. pack up
the car and drive on good paved high
ways to great fishing. v of
these lakes are m park areas. members
of your group who don't fish will find &
wide range of other activities

In the northern things have
changed, Doug Elsasser, a sportsman
who has travelled extensively i the
province said in an inte

“The north has opened up. its no
longer quite as rugged as it used to be.
comfortable. modern accommodation is
wailable as many outfitters now pro.
vide housing and services that ri
southern resorts.

“Its no longer the bastion of married
men escaping 10 the north. the ¥
ean now go along. and quite comfort
ably aid

For those who wish to remain in the
south, or don't have the time for the
fonger trip there ‘are many areas
offer fine fishing,

Pike, walleye and perch (get out your
map) are found in Madge Lake, Green
waler, Good Spirit, Jackfish, Last Moun-
tain, Kenosee and the seven lakes in the
Qu Appelle valley

“For a camp
fishing, Madge
and perch.

view

: holiday that includes
¢ offers good walleye

The best time of day 1o fish is early

morning and evening.” he said

Doug recommended frog
nows as buit for walleye
rocky areas or wh
the bottom of the lake

Madge Lake is in Duck Mountam pro
. east of Kamsack
e Lake is best known for perch
fishing. which is great for teaching chil
dren how to fish, said s

Your best bet for perch is o find 10 to

and mi
1d fishing in
there is gravel on

Deep
ponds
the best

12 feet of water in
rounded by weeds, use bacon rinds or
cven minnows on a small ook and the
fish should come out of the weeds,

For the “lfinker walleye” Last Moun
tain Lake. north of Hegina, is  good bet
he said

In the southwest of the province. the
Cypress Hills area offers trout. pike and
walleye. Rainbow trout inhabit French
man River, Battle Creek and Loch
Leven. Brook Trout can be round in East
Fairwell, Battle Boiler and Belanger
Creeks, Brown trout can be found in Con-
glomerate, Bone and Belanger Creeks,
as well.

"The best trout fishing is found in deep
beaver ponds in this are
The fish will take earthworms su

spended by a bobber. or spinners and
small spoons on light spinning tackle.

Doug suggests getting out of the core
of the park and says the park offi
cers will know the areas where fish have
been taken.

a clear area s

Going north from Cypress Hills will
+ bring you 1o Lake Diefenbaker which
has become &
ermen, especially in the spring
Bait fishing with minnow
lee banks can yield perch and pike as
well as walleye
Whitefish and some sturgeon can be
found in the western end of the lake
50 in that area, ferry
South Saskatchewan River provides
good fishing id
Another excellent area for family fish-
g, according to Elsasser, is Squaw
Rapids, northeast of Nipawin.
You can fish from the shore and stil
have really good success
In June and July the wall
pike are very good
Just spread out al
and you can

nd the

g the shoreline
ca most be guaran
teed fish

There are several public campgrounds
close by.

For some serious trout fishing, mainly
Brook trout, the Hudson Bay area offers
a network of streams, rivers and creeks

that are great

Some of the better trout streams in-
clude the Fir River, the Woody and the
Swan River, with campgrounds sprin-
kled along a network of gravel roads in
the area, These roads will take you into
some of the most scenic areas of both the
Pasquia and Porcupine Hills.

For Brook trout, which can be tricky to
cateh, Elsasser suggests earthworms or
grubs on a small hook. floated
downstream with a split shot weight
about two feet above the bait. Small
spinner? in the ponds will work. as well
as light bobbers with worms or grubs.

A favorite area of Elsasser’s. the Han-
son Lake Hoad. Highway No. 106, from

Smeaton to Flin Flon. with lakes such as
Big Sandy. Deschambault. Jan and
Amisk offer great pike and walleye fish,
ing. East Trout and White Swan Lakes
along Highway No. 120 are best for pike,
but these lish can be found almost any
where in the area

Highway 120, which intersects the
Hanson Lake Road in Nipawin Provin
cial Park provides access to excellent
trout fishing waters. White Swan and
Pippell Lake. which is known for trophy
ftainbow and East Trout are good bets.

The Hanson Lake Road itself, is a well-
maintained gravel highway with outfit-
ters that offer good food, gas, motors
and boats and guides.

Twenty-one public campgrounds can
be found along the route as well.

“Secluded parts of McDougal Creek
are very productive Brook trout waters

“There’s great pike and walleye in
Deschambault, Jan and Mirond Lakes
and you're in beautiful rugged Canadian
Shield country.”

Many islands are scattered throughout
this series of interlocking lakes and El

sasser

id a guide for extended trips
into the area is a must. Prinee Albert is a
good supply area for any trips on this
road

Going west from the bottom of Hanson
Lake Koad is another area in the pro
mee where pike, walleye and perch can
be found in some dazzling northland sce-
nery.
Prince Albert National Park, though a
special permit is required al the park of
fice for sport fishing, is great for pike,
walleye and perch. Waskesiu, the Hang

Good
fishing
a certainty

ing Heart Lakes and the Waskesiu River
all offer fine fishing

In Kingsmere Lake. try fishing for the
elusive Lake trout

“Use steel line Lo get down deep while
trolling, or )ig the drop-offs with large
spoons.

A fish locater is very helpiul if you
are new 1o the area.

Jackfish Lake and Turtle Lake, north
of Battleford are reasonable bets for
pike and walleye. At Turtle Luke you
may even caich a glimpse of the Turtle
Lake monster, which is suspected fo be
an enormous lake sturgeon, said El
sasser.

Meadow Lake Provincial Park
square miles of paradise for camping
and fishing”" is well serviced with outfit
ters and has abundant camping facil;
ties. Lac de lsles, Mustus.

Waterhead |

and Flotten Lakes. northwest of Meadow
Luke are good to try, he said

Far north fishing is partially a
cessible by road includes the Church
River system. Once the highway of the
voyageur, the Churchill starts near the
northern end of Highway 155 at Turner
1 stretching across Northern Sas
katchewan and eventually draining into
James Bay

For those interested in a Churchill
trip. complete outfitters can be found at
Missinipe. north of La Ronge

La Ronge is the notthern fishing cap
tal of Saskatchean according 1o El
sasser. Hunter Bay. which supports five
fishing outfitters. is renowned for its
Like trout and walleye fishing.

North of La Ronge. Highway 105 ex
tends 450 km. north 1o Wollaston Luke.
where you can sample some of the be
hing, scenery and quiet wilderness the
province has 10 offer

However, make sure that you're well
outfitted in La Ronge before going, be
cause services are few and far between
Make sure your vehicle is in good

sser recommends Mclennan, Bra
bant and Reindeer, Davin and Watha
man for Lake trout and the north end of
the Geikie River for Arctic Grayling

“For grayling, use Mepps or Panther
Martin eight-of-an-ounce spinners
below the first set of rapids on the Gei
e, he said

For detailed information an any trip
including accommodation, outfitters
phone numbers and services. the twur
ism department's travel guide is avail
able on re Or phone Sask Travel
which 15 a provincial information ser

at 565-230 or dial toll ree at | or

112.800-667-3674




Saskatoon Star Phoenix Sept 7th, 1979

Now there's another chaice.

Two U8, scientists have pre-
sented @ new theory o explain the
mansier sightings on Loch Ness in
Beotland

They say that Nessie may be an
elephant. Despite their bulk, cle
phants are good swimmers and with
their trimks out of the waler they
look uncammily ke the monster, the
seeintists point eut

AL least the theory is imaginative,

The two scientists are Dennis
Pawer. director of the Sanla Bar-
bira, Calif.. Museum of Natural
History, and Donald Johnson, & re-
search associate in geogrophy ot
e University al Iincis.

They appear entirely serlous in
presenting their theary i the widely
respected British magazine, New
Seientist. Bul I have a lurking suspi-
clon; scientists have o hove their
fun too

Now, check the explanation in
which you have the most faith

I. Messie is an elephant.

L Newsie is a plefsgsatir | member
of u prehistoric suhorder of rep.
tiles).

1. Wessbe Is o tourist lure

4. Nessie is an apparition released
bva baittle of Seatch

Earliest
sighting
in 565

I. Aocording te my research, the
carliest recorded sighting occurred
i the year 565. T find |t difficull to
believe wild elephants, land ami
mals, bave gone undetected in Scot-
land fior 1414 years. Still

2| hestlate to seratch the pleise-
saur theery entlrely. Several groups
of Amerlcans who have conducied
costly searches of the lake are con
vinced it's inhabited by & monsler
A U.S. biology professor sobd the
Motsosanr 15 o likely condidato. |
helleve searching has not Becn
ahandoned

3. Away back in 563 the Scots werg

probably not much concerned about
the tourist industry. Hather, they
were probably more interested in
keeping people out of the country
Bo much ler the possible tourist

lj Unfortunalely I bave been un-
ahle to determing whether Scotch
was in tse an (nr back as 565, Any-
way, it probably had an elfective
predecessor

Where does all this leave the Ca-
nodian moasters? There are the
Ogopogo of Lake Okanagan in BiC,

the Manipogo of Lake Winnipegosis
In Mandtoba, the Powsaswop at Sas-
katoon and the monsiers in Loon
Lake and Turtle L.ake in Saskatche-
wimn, Then there is Chessic in Chesn
peake Bay in the U5

The Loon Lake monster is said lo
be o shark-like creddure, Saskaton-
ans know The Powsaswop i o dis-
tinctive andmal. Could gl the others
possibly be elephants?

Unly il ihey are pink. Alwr all,
maybe {hat's what Lhose two serious
seientisls had in mind

c SECTION
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Calgary Harold - November 6. 1981, Pg A8

Turtle Lake monster search is on

Now that summer and the fish-
ing season have passed, all die-
hard fishermen will be reminiscing
about the big one that managed to
break free from the unsuspecting
lure.

However, in Northern Saskatche-
wan, the talk has been about a
huge fish — so-called monster —
which comes and goes. Many
newspapers throughout Western
Canada have carried articles on
this creature, simply referred to as
the Turtle Lake monster, named
from the lake which it inhabits.

Every summer, numerous tour-
ists, residents and fishermen tell of
seeing this monster. Indians of the
area talk about the “big fish”
which has been seen, even as early
as the turn of the century. Recently,
on Oct. 23, residents on the south-
west end of the lake had a first-
hand look at the “creature”.

We are attempting to gather as
much information on the Turtle
Lake monster as possible. The type
of information we are interested in
18:
Year. month, day. time of day
the monster was seen; the appear-
ance. such as color, skin or scales,
etc; the size of the portion seen.
approximate in feet or inches;
where seen in the lake, for exam-

ple, in the middle of the lake, etc.,
where you were when you saw "it";
drawing or a sketch of what you
saw, if possible; movement or
speed of the monster.

There are over 70 lakes in the
world which are said to have some
kind of “creature” inhabiting them.
The better known are the Loch
Ness Monster and the Ogopogo.

Can we in Saskatchewan lay claim
to a real, live monster?

If you can be of any help in this
research, contact me at: Turtle
Lake Monster Research, c/o B.
Blatz, 9028 Abbott Avenue, North
Battleford, Sask. S9A 3G3; or phone

446-2245.
B. BLATZ
North Battleford



Saskatoon Star Phoenix November 9. 1981

Catnering Dkanes shows Bon Blatr woen monsior was aliegodly sigied

P Prgic: e Pole Winor

Man researches lake monster

By Catherine Lawson
al ihe Siar-Phoenis

¢ TURTLE LAKE — Ben Hiniy sub-
peribes by Ihlu ald aﬂlﬂu F-wrg
belaving.”
eshore rrsldmr 11:.: he a6 wever
E o] I::.‘TI mysieios Turte Lake

il itz heord o much abeul
Ihe shy aquatic bosst during the
fovr pesers e ram 3 ledpe oW e
Inke: that ba is convinced there B

sut of the ardinary lurk-

hrmisiren

Baitleford. Rlst: wame any-
ene: 'wha has had a good Inck i el

him whad they saw
Alories #boul the monster heve
tmeuloied in the area or a8 loeg o
ANPNE GAN FEmeEDEr. AN amimal,
rl'hl.'r: from  three 80 nine
bong.  smooth-shinned o
#aly, l||hu{ withgut a fin aloay ils
L and & fsee Bie & dog . horse or

sightsd avery yrar
m people believe in il or

H. the momster has oo benored
leze m Jecal lore. The Legend of
Eu- Turile Lake Monster i pricted

on paper plecemats @t the Noris-
lander [mn. The: inn, sibuated on the
M:ulhrm'rmm fip af ihe duerde
lakie, alen serves monsier
I'r Al Ly Erurlcit gally Tiar-
e manster hols at by Lakev-
e Binre on e west shere
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[ ocal lore celebrates
Turtle Lake Monster

TURTLE LAKE, Sask. (CP) —
Depending an the person you talk
to, the Turtle Lake Monster is
anywhere from three to nine me-
tres long, smuooth-skinned or scaly,
with or without a fin along its hack
and has a face like a dog, horse or
it pig,

Regardiess of its appearance,
the monster has an honored place
in local lore. The legend of the
Turtle Lake Monster is printed on
paper placemats at the Northland.
or Inn, situated on the southern tip
of the lake, about 240 kilometres
northwesl of Saskatoon.

The inn serves monsterburgers
and Lyle Burkitl, operator of the
Lakeview Store on the west shore,
sells Turtle Lake Monster hats.

The majority of long-time resi-
dents say they believe the monster
15 actually a giant sturgeon. North-
lander Inn waitress Stella Jacob-
sen believes the sturgeon theory,

“I've never seen the monster,”
she says, “Pve npever had that
much to drink.”

But Ben Blatz heard so much
about the shy aqguatic beast during
the four years he ran a lodge on the
luke that he is convinced some-
thing out of the ordinary lurks in
the depths.,

Mr. Blatz, & 45-year-old former

=

teacher, recently began researth
for a book about the monster, He
says there is no evidence there are
sturgeon in the lake and has anoth-
er theory to explain the niumerous
siphtings.

He has done research on the
aquatic dinosaurs that Iwed n
Saskatchewan millions of years
agn when the province was covered
by sea. He s particularly intrigued
hy the long-and short-necked ple-
stosaurs, reptiles that had long
tails, four strong fins and small,
smooth heads with a row of tiny,
sharp teeth.

As the seas dried up, did the
plesinsaurs retreat to the depths of
Turtle Lake? Mr, Blatz says he has
no scientific training that would
allow him to make an educated
BUESS,

But he says his research shows
that Turtle Lake is similar to other
lukes where monsters have been
sighted. Like Loch Ness in Scotland
and Okapagan Lake in  British
Columbia (home of 0Ogopogo),
Turtle Lake is cold, deep and was
once part of a sea,

Like the others, Turtle Lake does
not give up its dead, which Mr.
Hlatz says could explain why a
monster carcass has never been
found,
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Lake monster
huge sturgeon?

Tom Liran
of ] Star-Phoenix

Could the famed Turtle Lake
muonster be nothing more than a
monster sturgeon’

That inglorious passibilily has
been vobced by two men who saw
the monster only A& week ago
while fishing near noon on a per-
fectly calm, bright :lur.

For many vears nutlve folklore
had a huge monster larking o the
dopths of that |ake which lies
southwest of Meadow Lake. The
lake s about 22 Kilometres long
and a8 much s sght wide, These
slories hove been beightencd —

g drlofu bl
mes by prs wha occupy
ool ot the lake which has

v grown in popularity as a
resort arva.

Syghimgs of mm{hlnf sirange
have heen frequent bul few seem
o have laad os good B look, or as
clnse & ome_ a8 the twa fishermen
last work.

Joir Jacobmon hos ferrmed along-
gside Turlle =nce 1918 and has
fished the lake Frequently but this
was his [irst sighting of the fmed
finny being. With him was [hon
Wylle of I
katoan,

The pair were out in Jacobson’s
four-metre  sluminum, puiting
along on the dead calm lake when
they saw a series of waves rodling
toward them. Neither hod seen a
boat around and 5o they decided
o invesligate.

“All af a sudden, we saw this
big thing in the water. 11 was com-
ing townrds os bt when @ eard
otir Mle modor, i !l.unn,ltsl site-
ways and dove. We saw this big
fin slicking up ond past of the
back. 1 Ngured it was ol beast 12
feet @ four metress long."” Wyhe
s,

“Its there. There's no dowbt
aboul i

Cassipy Ave. i Has-

He maml Jacobson, who was
driving. turned the boat sideways
about W meires away when they
realized what they were looking
at A few seconds laier, the crea-
ture dove for the deep

Althougth unable (o provide any
wolbd reason, Wylie 13 convineed i
was @ monsier stargeon

Jacobson echoes Wylie's story
He says the two of them were
aboul 30 meires off e wesi
shore near a place called Pelican

Point 10 the southern end of the

lake. Al thal spold, o rock reel nms
st beelarwe the surfice for about &
homietre ol into the lake

On either side of the real, the
bottom  drops off
Jacobgon 8 of the apinion The
manster came up frem the boliom
o cross over the reel and it was
while i waz on the surfsce e
fishermen saw it

“Ti vgai iy h!aiit in eolor
with a big fin on lop. It was
and heavy — he's a hig nm
Jocohson said.

He also halds the view i was a
e sturgeon — again withowt
any firm reason for coming i
that concliskon other than a heok
that lasted loss than @ mimle

Wylie said they were not the
only ones (o fee manster this
var. e said another man tokd

of seeing it about 10 daye piri-
of to their sighting.

And Jacobson sald he's con-
vinoed there is mare than ane of
the monsiers sal there — perhaps
&5 mnny as three or four,

Sturgeon  are  botiom-feeding
fish pormally futiml o the Saskat-
chewan Hiver system. Many in
(b Sb-pound and more class have
been Laken from the river over
ihe years, ofien running a metre
or moent in length.
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Hnsplullty

Hips camoufaged 82

Rotating bed

Abospial bed which lurns pa-
terts from sufe o sdo @ beg
iosted at Sunnybrook Medical

500 whathar the con-
stari motion holps: peogle wih

njures. I is hoped
o molon of the bed wil re-

duce  respeaiory _problems,
clots and bed sores. B3

Mamlnr fish
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Tremendous-suzed sturgeon not all that rare

REGULAR of the
—Fhuni:mlghlmcaﬂlnlhm
a few weeks ago speculating that
h’l;nrl}q Lake monster could be
a e

Peaple WM had just seen

lbnlts Bm then lhere were many

Rambling Afield

who l
wawr

ied al the idea of a fresh-
sh growing to such tre-

rmpulLIuns‘

y enof since that re-
pnrl a few items have crossed the
desk which shuuld give the latter
group some food for thought.

ell Spencer
was using 12-pound test line and
minnows with a pickerel rig when
he felt a hit. When the t was
over, he had a fish longer than
himself.

A Wi reader came across
the Turtle Lake article and sent
alnng a clipping, Including a
ture, of a four-metre long stur-
eon that had been caught in the
sun River in 1803. The fish
was trapped In the shallows and
was emaci , weighing only 406
c(l)un the same reader,
{IF Chislett, says when he was in
Toronto years ago he knew of a
ho pulled a sturgeon out
of Lake Superior that weighed
more than 1,000 pounds.

Finally, closer to' heme and
closer in time, there s the stur-
geon Roderick Bear took July 2 in

summer. Angler

anet at Bay. It was almost
two metres long and one metre
T.r:und the waist and it weighed
pounds.
As to Tunk Lake, | have Ilun']
ot confirmed, mind yo
- nl‘ scuba divers down daep in
that northwestern lake seeing
pike almost as long as themselves

— enough of them that the divers
decided to do their swimming

elsewhere. Those deep, clear wa-
ters very well could be home to
large fish, yes, even monsters.

WHILE THESE MAY not be in
the same class, some big fish
have been taken out of Tobin Lake
again this year in the annual
Northern Pike Festival in the Ni-
pawin country.

The largest pike to date is a
shade over 18 pouf by
George Penner of Nlpawln wmle
top pickere] so far is a whopper,
just over 11 pounds, taken by Nor-
man Vercagaine of Delaraine,

Man. Even the other species are
producing generous sizes. Top

go]deye lodateisa

by Jim Burton of Nipawin. The

largest perch, just short of two

pounds, was taken by Grant Su-

dom of Pilot Butte and best

wood, , one of many
Americans who have taken part
in the festival.

FOR THOSE HOPING fo be
drawn for an anf licence in
re is some

The annual aerial survey shows
a |i-per-cent increase in the num-
ber of pronghorns in the south-
wesl and, as a result, the qunu
has been raised {0 2,70, a 1
cent innmaw over last year. ln
addition, there will be 300 {ags as-
signed for archers, with their sea-
son running from Sept. 3 to Oct. 8.
The rifle season will be from Oct.
29 to Nov. 3.

After l:l:h.rulys count, it was
estimated the pronghorn popula-
tion now slandspnlorlghm ...Z"n'faxs

IN ALBERTA. a dogfight is
emerging over proposals (o per-
mit game r-nchgna

‘That fight has been taken to the
letters to the editor section of the
papers. This quoe is from one,
written b Davld Melver of Cal-
gary, which 1 think was excep-
tionally well done:

“If an elk or a deer’s value be-
comes equated with a pnu per

pound, that is what it will
wnrlh It becomes venison rathqr
than an example of wild beauty
The attraction of game animals 15
that it is difficult and rewarding
to see one in Ils natural habitat

are uvtng if you turn
them into

“‘What we nud I.mtu is, not take
our game animals out of the wild,
but hie further steps to ensure
that the wilds remain as suitable
and sufficient habitat for them. ™
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Windy waters
Al those two ausf sailors neaded was a broaze at Turte Lake, 50 kiiome=  seon al many Saskaichowan lakes. The Turdfle Lake Monsler did ol
ines norh af Morh Batelord, io head cut lor an enjoyable aftemcan As  appear an the waskand, alhough it was spotied in the asa Homseshoe
The sport of wind-serfing caiches on, mon dnd more boards are beng  Bay) l@st week. (5P Photo by Glan Barger)
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Saskatoon, Saskatchawan
Wednesday, August 15, 1984

Suggested Retail Price

City and Primary

Market Area 40 Cents
QOutside Primary

Markel Area 45 or 50 Cents
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Ranking the monsters

Is something hairy clumping
around on the roof of the world?

If the answers over the years
have veered from *possibly”
through ' “don’'t know" and
“highly unlikely' to '‘aw, come
on,” it only goes to show that
_the boy who cries *“Yetil” with-
“out producing one will wind up
at the bottom of the credulity
heap along with the one who
cried “Wolf!"

If the latest report from
Katmandu of mysterious tracks
leading to the summit of Mount
Everest fails to place us in a
state of tremulous anticipation,
it is because yeti footprints
have a habit of remaining
mysterious. On the most recent
occasion they were reported by
two Australians who, for all we
know, were low on nxygen Or
high.
The monsters that pmwl

through the human mind must
progress through various levels
of credulity on the way from
plausibility to ridicule, lodging
where they can. They are grad-
ed — seeded like tennis play-
“ers, according to our inclina-
tion, We should think that
aliens from outer space are top-
secded at the moment, thanks
to Orson Welles, NASA and the

conspiracy theory which per-
suades many people that little
critters from Mars are being
held secretly in the Nevada
desert by a government that
Dare Not Let the Truth be
Known.

Werewolves, Count Dracula
and vampires are downscale
monsters, but earn far more
respect (outside lreland) than
goblins, fairies and pixies.
Ghosts of various kinds can still
produce a shiver of credulity —
rather more readily than the
Loch Ness Monster which, by
reason of superior public rela-
tions work, has a distinct edge

on the Sasquatch and Ogopogo.

We have not even touched
upon the Wild Man of Hubei (a
Chinese cousin of the yeti), the
Jersey Devil (neither beast nov
man nor spirit, but a hellish
brew of all three, reported the
first observer in 1790), the dino-
saur-like creature believed to
make its home in the Congo, or
the Turtle Lake Monster of
Saskatchewan (you can't miss
it — it's three to nine metres
long, smooth-skinned or scaly,
with a face like a dog, horse or
Pig.)

When they catch one, we'll
know for sure.
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Manitobans aid starving deer population

SASKATCHEWAN is not the
only place where deer are having
a tough time dealing with a long,
cold winter.

Mel Dag. writing in the Winni-
peg Free Press, reports an emer-
gency feeding program is under
way in Manitoba, He says the pro-
vincial government has commit-
ted $144,000 and the Manitoba
Wildlife Federation $50,000 to the
cause. In addition, donations of
feed, time and money are being
sought from farmers and other
members of the general public.

Dagg quotes wildlife managers
as saying 30,000 to 40,000 deer
would die without the emergencr
feeding program and many will
die even with it.

On the same page, C.P. Bar-
ager, another outdoors writer,
says the deer herd in Manitoba al-
ready stands at 100,000, exceeding
the estimated carrying capacity

ﬁambﬂng Afield

of existing habitat. With proper
management, he argues, there
would have been a more favor-
able deer season last fall, result-
ing in a heavier kill.

Quite obviously, if the deer herd
was nol at capacity, there would
be at least some more browse
available for the remaining ani-
mals, improving their chances of
survival.

“The concept of proper game
management 1s to have the sur-
plus harvested in such a way as to
offer the greatest benefit to man-
kind. .. Sportsmen are asking
how much longer they are to be
victimized by hindsight game
management,’” he says.

IT'S THAT TIME of year when
homeowners should consider the
little birds.

Both feeding them now to help
them survive the rest of winter
and preparing for spring arrival
of the songhirds,

Wildlife has suffered through
about four months of winter now,
some of it pretty tough. The cold,
the snow and the dampness have
taken their toll of fat reserves and
the food supply is thinning out.

There's one thing, though — if
you start providing a little food
for them. it has to be continued on

a regular basis. If birds are
trained to come to your yard for
some eassvnrickinﬁ. they must ex-
pect to find it there, not be disap-
pointed and left to scrounge on
their own after they've learned
where to come for it.

While you enjoy the winter
birds rustling around the yard,
you might start planning for
spring. Bird houses, feeder sta-
tions and bird baths all help to
lure songbirds in to make the
home a little more pleasant.

Andre Lerendu of the Saskatoon
Pyrple Martin Club says those
birds appear as early as mid-
April, just in time to begin saving
their human friends from the
mosquito hordes. The martins,
largest member of the swallow
family, eat about 2,000 mosquitoes
a day, memiu%ea colony in the
back yard can be a double bless-

ing. Lerendu says the martins
prefer open areas so houses
should not be set into trees but
well away from them and any
other structures. And. if you do
erect houses to lure the

big — the pair suggested it was at
least four metres nng&‘

Well, one of them, Wylie of
‘li;m Cassino Ave., called the other

issue

make sure sparrows are discour-
aged. He says the sparrows steal
martins' homes, destroy eggs and
even attack baby martins,

In other words, you can have
martins or sparrows, not both.

LAST SUMMER, a couple of an-
glers working Turtle Lake report-
ed seeing what has come to be
known as the Turtle Lake mon-
ster. Only they said they were
convinced it was a giant sturgeon.

Even though they provided a
logical explanation for the mon-
ster stories, the two met some
derision from those who wouldn't
believe sturgeon could grow that

Our Sighting of the Turtle Lake Monster
Turtle Lake, Saskatchewan, Canada
-fiob and Dave Grosse (brothers)
Our parents Rob and Anita Grosse owned a cabin on Coon Ave at Kopp's Cove Turtle

-D
of B.C. Outdoors magazine includ-
ed a picture of a 462-pound, three-
metre long sturgeon which was
taken in the Columbia River. It
was estimated o be between 60
and 90 years old and was taken on
a 450-pound test nylon line with a
10-centimetre hook by a pair of
fellows fishing from a 4%-metre
aluminum.

After studying the picture,
Wiley is more convinced than
ever that it was a sturgeon they
saw last summer — one that
matched or exceeded the monster
taken in British Columbia. And he
also is certain there is more than
one of them lurking in the deeps of
Turtle Lake.

Lake Saskatchewan between 1978 and 1987. We were a family from Saskatoon that spent our
weekends and vacations at the cabin. Our father Robert Grosse Sr. was a heating plant/boiler
operator at Sears Midtown Plaza, and our mother Anita Grosse spent time as a Social Worker
with Saskatchewan Social Services, Sask Abilities, and the Kinsmen Children’s Centre.

These were defining years for us young kids and | have many many fond memories of
vacation life at Turtle Lake.

= o e

X 4

Rob and Dave, fort building at Turtle Tak



Young Dave, mother fInita, Rob, and friend Daniel
As young pre-teens, my brother Dave and | were graced with a sighting of the Turtle
Lake Monster August of 1985, while out for a ride in a powered SportsPal canoe. Dad had
recently decided we were old enough to go out on the lake short distances on our own (I was
about 12 and Dave about 10). This particular evening, the lake was exceptionally calm, and we

could not resist but head out for a canoe ride.

g o = g

A@‘“\A . o

Young Dave and Rob enjoying their newly found freedom as young pre-teens; sighting area in background

While still in the bay off the shores of Kopp’s Cove, we spotted what we initially
perceived to be a stubby log, or half a telephone or power pole - floating at a distance out in the
bay. The creature’s location is provided in the following diagram:
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We were using a small 4 horsepower engine and always had some rope in the canoe, so
we decided to head to the object and tow it ashore where it would be out of harm's way for other
boaters. (We were kids spending time on the lake; what else would young pre-teens with
newly found freedom and lots of time on their hands think of doing?)

As we approached the object, we were shocked to realise it wasn’t a log; we were
actually seeing the dorsal section of a large fish. If memory serves (2022) , it was maybe 7 to 10
feet in length. Using the depth map at the end of this document, it was on the surface above
approx 5 metres of water (i.e. essentially very close to the 5m isobar seen on the depth map).

(lrtistic impression)



The creature was stationary; little movement, if it all. It was dark in tint, smooth yet scaly.
We saw ridges, scales, and a ridged back. Dave remembers a dorsal fin/tail. We do not
remember seeing the head. Rather than staying and watching it (we were young,excited, and
knew exactly what we were seeing as the legend of the TLM had been around for decades), we
jetted back to the shore as fast as the little 4 horsepower Johnson would take us. We ran up the
gravel road of Coon Avenue (flailing our arms and overexcited) to tell our parents what we
saw.

St

The family cabin on Coon flve Topp’s Cove

Brothers Brian, Rob, Dave. and family pet Brandy
When we got back to the beach with parents in tow, the large creature had submerged
and was gone (It would have been visible from the bottom of Coon Avenue).
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Monster stories have been circy-
lating about Turtle Lake for as long
as anyone can remember, and
throughout the years there have
been numerous individual sightings
or encounters

Mike Denny, a retired commer-
cial fisherman who has lived at the
south end of the lake for many
years, has never seen the monster,
_but has heard plenty of stories about
il. He tells of Indians who knew

“log" took off. The girl remem-
bered seeing one big eye, which con-
tinued to haunt her for some time
after.

Two of the girls who had a sighl-
ing each went o separate rooms af-
ler the encounter to draw pictures of
what they had seen. Their drawings
_apparently looked remarkably simi-

Lie

lar,
Another story involved a police
diver who was looking for a

rowned man. He came out of the
water and refused to go down again,
reporting dark holes and caves and
huge fish that wouldn't get out of the
way.

‘There have been sighlings from
the window of a restaurant on the
lake, from airplanes and from mo-
tor boats. People in boats have tried
1o pursue the monster, but have al-
ways been out-run.

Mike Denny remains skeptical
though open-minded about monster
stories. With all the baating activity
that now goes on in the lake, he
wonders why there haven'l been
any accidents where boalers or wa-
ter-skiers have run into the crea-
ture.
I almost saw the monster once,”
said Denny. ‘A friend called me 1o
the lake shore to report that he saw
something strange. [n the distance |

could see two humps, and the more |
looked at it, the more convinced |
was that I was seeing the monster.
Then one hump flew away, and a
few minutes later the other hump
fMlew away. It simply turned out to
be two ducks.

“But had I left soover, | would
have prbbably gone away contented
that I had seen the Monster.”

The mast commonly heard “ra-
tional"" explanation for this elusive
creature is that it is an overgrown
sturgeon that somehow got stranded
in the lake. Sturgeon are found in
other lakes in Saskalchewan so it is
not inconceivable thal there are one
or more inhabiting the waters of
Turtle Lake.

In the last few years, a great deal
of development has laken place
around Turtle Lake with the estab-
lishment of a number of cotlage sub-
divisions. People come to swim, wa-
ter ski and boat, but one of the
major attractions is the fishing.
Northern pike like to feed in the
weed beds both in shallow parts at

Turtle Lake’s rhythical monster

the northern end of the lake and
along the shore. Every year there
are repaorts of pike being caught that
weigh up o 15 pounds or more
Large numbers of walleye have also
been stocked in the lake.

Winter recreation is also popular,
and many ice fishermen come to
participate in the annual fish derby
held in March. Another derby is
held each summer in July.

While most of the development at
Turtle Lake is made up of private
colfages, there is a government
campsite on the northeast side
which has electrified sites and pic-
ni¢ grounds, a campground and
small motel at Blatz-Nolin beach on
the southwest corner, and cabins
and cottages al Turtle Lake Lodge
on the east side.

The increasing activity at the lake
doesn'l seem to have bothered the
monster, as many of the sightings
have taken place in recent years.
According to one theory, the mon-
ster seems to become active in hot
weather.
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Scientists take to water
to hunt Loch Ness

‘Phillips is a Saskatoon
freelance writer.

SINCE WATER IS an alien en-
vironment to us, it inspires both
fascination and fear, Sometimes
these emotions are combined un-
der special clreumstances, and
sea or lake monsters are created.

. The most famous of all has to be
the Loch Ness Monster. Nessie
has a museum devoted to her and
she attracts thousands of tourists
each year. In the past, there have
heen different attempts to once
and for all prove or disprove her
existence.

- This vear, from Friday to Sun-
day, Operation Deepscan is set to
cover the entire length of Loch
Ness using the most sensitive
sonar equipment available. The
fan calls for 20 power boats car-
rying the Lowrance X-16 Comput-
ar (fra h Recorder to sweep the
Inke with a “sonar curtdin’™ by
running in a line abreast for the
lake's entire 37-kilometre length
- The objectives for the search
gre four-fold. They hope to study
unidentified fish that earlier
searches have discovered. They
want to graph the deepest water,
which is more than 216 metres
deep, A fish population and distri-
biution study will also result. Last-
ly, unusual thermal patterns will
be examined. Of special interesl
will be any unusual creatures that
show up on the Fl'ﬂphﬁ.

- Those who believe in the exis-
tence of Nessie probably will not
be greatly affected if no monster
shows up. It is interesting that a
device designed to aid fishermen
is being used as a special toal 1o

hunt for sea monsters.

- YOU DO NOT have to go as far
s Scotland to search for unusual
dquatic meonsters. For many

ars now, Turtle Lake has been
mme to one named, rather uni-

Wayne
PHILLIPS

Fishing

maginatively, the Turtle Lake
Monstier,

Several years ago, I received o
clipping from the Edmonton Jour-
nal about it. The sender knew my
father and 1 fished Turtle Lake
extensively, especially during the
winter, so she jokingly wrote a
note on the botlom tefling us 1o
take special care that the monsler
did not get us.

How stories of monsters
mlun:'ltlﬂ' get started is a mystery.
According to thé locals around
Turtle Lake, there have been
many different sightings. Besides

sightings, stories and tales of ac--

fual contact are often traced to
lngically explainable reasons and
phenomena.

In the case of Turtle Lake, the
monster has been reported to be a
sturgeon. It is believed the stur-

eon travelled up the Turlle River
?rﬂm the Battle River long ago.
Sinee the level of Turtle dropped

monster

dramatically, the sturgeon, or

m became trapped In
e

I know twa people who have
seen large unusual creatures
while on the lake.

The late Paul Gatzke saw what
he thought was a floating log
while on the way to Indian Point
,!nﬂﬂ:.'ﬂhmhuntdmtnlt. the

' suddenly submerged and
swam away.

The other evening, [ called Joe
Ozemlowski, a man who has
fished for Turtle Lake’s large pike
for many years. Several years
ago, Ozemlowski, his wife Lena
and Keith MeCullough were troll-
ing on the north end near Sandy

v,
McCullough, who was using a
very heavy line, tied into some-
thing very big. When he got it
near the boat, Ozemlowski says it
was between two and 2% metres
long and looked about 30 to 35 cen-
timetres across the back. Ozem-
lowski never saw the head be-
cause the line, lure and head were
covered with moss and weeds. It
broke free before il was landed.
As long as there are le who
want to believe in lake monsters,
these monsters will live. They add
a special atmosphere and mys-
tigue to some lakes. Next time
you hook something large on Tur-
tle Lake, hang on. Who knows?
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THE LABTTIME]mJoIm
Kowerchuk was in 1983 when we
sald e in Yellowknife after
terrific fishing out to the

Arm on Great Slave Lake.
On the
:‘l‘llan ving, we picked up

and his wife, Kathy.
“at the airport. The Ian was o go

‘up to Meadow mldn;

of days visiting,

supland game and fishing.
Binu tlu retelling and reuvu:g
fishing hunting tri

m into the mnight, t
hunt gol a late start Satur-
g We drove out toward Neeb
the Chitek Lake area. Before
saw mﬁl grouse, we noticed an
gh
CI

E"

idida s nbben

”g

mully number of hawks

R eI ‘-.“-.- gr..
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Friday before

Fishing
mrm:ahuut the da
bueh Trahe

h trails’ irl the avea. The

-rmljodl:r of the 17 were bagged
were roughies although

wareai’e\\ spruce hens, but the

! lg surprise was the Iarg! num-

;. we found
and on the

shrub-filled ditches provided good
grouse habitat. Rebuild the road,
make biﬁwwlde ditches and you
number of grouse.
With the new road north of Leo-
ville, one of my favorite bird spots
is , at least for a few years.
Kowerchuk's laughter was
indication, 1 seemed to m—

no end of mirth Satu
First, I missed a grouse etghl
R]am away because | held too
1 did not want to damage the
Nrd held extra high and got lots
g{sbarhs thrown n:iy way when it

appeared into the trees.

Then, on another trail, 1 com-
mented it was so0 open there would
be no grouse on it. We saw a bird
flush, and flushed several

No fISh grouse got away, but had fun

splake near Meadow Lake. The

dlybeforealuihad cé tun‘ﬁ
oneeggladen
were i tl?aprc‘spawnandnnun-

terested in lures at all.

We decided to try the Beaver
River for pike or walleye but
struck > as well.

It was a real treat to spend
some time with John Kowerchuk.
Of all the peﬂiolg 1 have been with

the out-of-doors, he is one who
just Infects everyone with his
lnu hter and sense of humor.
The splake should have finished
spawning by now and be anxious
to al.taek ﬂ:‘ ur flies and lures.
thias spotted a hﬂ:

5

msmhmeulumnabu
Lake monster. The
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Everything you always wanted to know about Canada

By Will Chabun
of Weekender
Who is John Robert Colombo and
why does he write so many hooks?
Colombo is a Toronto writer who
mwammvmmiu
"Mnmmpm.er wire
baskets, cardboard

baskets full of paper, "ummgl—
zine profile put it last year.

This is not to imply he is nothing
more than a trivia buff, though. For
20 years, he was editor of a lllerary
quarterly called The Tamarack Re-
view and has been an adviser to the
Ontario Arts Council and the Cana-
da Council.

Probably the best-known of the 70-
odd books that he has written, com-
plled edited or translated is Colom-

s Canadian tions, with 6,000
enl.nu from 2,500

Last fall, he brought out Mysteri-
ous Canada, a 320-page collection of
strange and unexplained events
from across the country. Entries
from Saskatchewan, for example,
included the Turtle Lake Monster,
Indian medicine wheels and a dirigi-
ble-shaped IJFO reported near Re-

p to now?
test book continues in this
vein. It's called 899 Questions About
Canada, Not surprisingly, it consists
of one shy of 1,000 questions cover-
ing people, places and things in this

What are some sample questions?
Here's No. 35: In which Canadian
city was opened the first asylum for

the insane?

&Juhn N.B., in December, 1848.

‘The second such hospital was the
Torento Lunatic Asylum, opened
two years later.

What is Canada's leading tourist
attraction?

If you emphasize the word “tour-
ist,” then it's Niagara Falls, al-
though Colombo adds that Toronte's
Eaton Centre shopping complex and
the West Edmonton Mall are in the
running, teo. Problem is, how do
you calculate who of their patrons
are tourists and who are local folks?

What is the northernmost fortress

on the continent?

Prince of Wales's Fort, erecled in
1689 near the site of present-day
Churchill, Man.

Is Canada a good country in which
to be born?

A 1987 study done by The Econo-
mist, a British magazine, put us
fitth out of 48 countries, afler the
U.S., France, West Germany and I(-
aly. This study atte to take
into account, not quality-of-life fac-
tors, but a different assortment of
factors. Writes Colombo: *Canada
seored well in gross national prod-
uct, growth, limited inflation, cost
of living, human rights, life expect-
ancy, literacy and population with
high education. But it did poorly in
‘the ptu\i&uuefarkv' and ‘the yawn
index,’ Canada was awarded bonus
points for picturesque scenery and a
most desirable passport.”

Take this survey with a grain of
sall. It awarded its booby prize to
Zimbabwe, which surely isn'l the

Surprise! We are. Colombo says
56 per cent of Canucks live in cities
‘with 100,000 or more persons, versus
only 25 per cent of Americans.

Which countries receive the most
Canadian foreign aid?

Bangladesh, followed by Paki-
stan, Ethiopia, Ghana and India.

What is the most distinctively Ca-
nadian name that a Canadian
mother can give her son?

“Murray,” according to a British
linguist tracked down by Colombo,
who writes “apparently Murray is
more popular with Canadian meoth-
ers than with mothers elsewhere in

Prince William (later William
1V). While in the Royal Navy, he set
foot in eastern Newfoundand in 1785.
Later, he visited the British naval
base at Halifax.

Why did Mohawk chief Joseph
Brant refuse to kiss the hand of Brit-
ish King George III?

In a move ripe with historical sig-
nificance even today, Brant felt that
he, too, was a menarch in his own
land, “The action scandalized the
English courtiers, but endeared him
to the British monarch, perhaps be-
cause, gallantly, Brant offered to
kiss the hand of Queen Charlotte in-
stead,” writes Colombo. “Thereaft-
er, the English king and the regal
Indian were to be fast friends.”

Are there any faws in this book?

Sadly, yes.

‘The ones inveolving Saskatchewan
are the easiest Lo spot. For instance,

Question No. 39, which discusses the
population densities of the various
provinces, says Newfoundland has
the lowest density, with 1.5 persons
per square kilometre, But a mere
157 questions later, he uys “the
province of Saskalchewan has the
lowest population density of any re-
gion of the country with 1.7 persons
per square kilometre. Howzal?
What land?
And for that matter, what about the
Northwest Territories and the Yu-
kon? Neither are exactly packed
with peaple.

Incidentally, Canada as a whole
has a population density of 2.6 per-
sons per square kilometre, roughly
one-tenth of the United States’ den-
sity.

Another error in this book mistak-
enly has the headguarters for the
RCMP's “F*' Division in Saskaloon,
Unless the massive red brick RCMP
building on Dewdney Avenue West
has been meeutly put onto a flatbed
truck and hustled north, division
headquarters is still in Regina.

Finally, question No, 553 says that
the Snowbirds Air Demonstration
(eam, based at CFB Moose Jaw,
flies the “Tudor” jet. Propwash!
The correct name for this aircrafl is
“Tutor,” a fitting name for a jet
used Lo train new pilots.

And finally, John Diefenbaker
worried thal Canada's new Mag,
adopted in 1965, would be confused
with the flag of which foreign coun-

Peru. Its flag has red bars flank-
ing a white panel on which sits
Peru’s coat of arms.
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The residents of Livelong have made butcher Paul Bambor 8 believer in their community spirit

Livelong lives up to its name

By Dave Yanko
al ibe Star-Phoentx

Eat
4
3]
133
REE

Proceeds went 1o Pruden

Livelong's district recreation nsso-
ciatbon came up with a cheque for
5,000 more.

Pruden savs she was reluetant o
aveept the charity, bul nssociation
members  convinced her she'd
vl the sesistance through her
Irl'rrmjr vomtributions to (he commueni-

¥y
“They sald te me: ‘I8 tine

took’,” she recalls. e
Local butcher Paul Bamber, or-

mierly i businessman in Sazkaloon,

in Lhe nq:rln
r5 he's resided in the community,
ocated sboul 96 kilometres
wenl of North Battleford
“&he { Proden) is par of the com-
munily, Whin the rubber mel the
rand, (hey were (here for her,
wkhlg wnwktngrlhtr, play
w, T, sind lodoy
ﬂt?'nl erving togelher ot o funer-
Walter and Mary Gobert, farmers
from (he Lloydminster distried, nev.

ef really planned fo get into the re- |

lall grocery hosineas,
Bul when (he old Hed and White

slore came under the suctioneer's
povel in noarky Glastyn nod long ago.,

:;waﬂ a deal Walkir couldn’t turn
W,
“The media has all these pro-
ﬁ:ﬂmﬁ n‘h;:-nlljl, tl:e fll:l'tl';cr'lm (]
versily. . I'm diversifying,™
sanys Gobert

l?:l'i'lli'lﬂ with the new slore, somie-
Timae

(iobert's new store — be's calling
It Hunny®a Family Store — will hive
asile, and Vail expects o offer live

:
2
;
i
:

imibaitinl the of the lake, Live-

ke Ehulzﬂmﬂurym a2l Lo
bowngg Diviess n.

P |
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Wﬁat’s in the lake: mon ters
or sun-worshipping sturgeons?

Cet?
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“We were sort of amazed — thur- - e oo Luce |
Maybe it was a sturgeon, “but I'm — asnian {8

As aoon s < * = <
wits, they molored peint where — &F usaden by B Gang
the creature uncer  and
trolled buck and unsuccessful:  fer. swimming £ Mty and Maree] who op-
Iy trylng bo snag it. “Its nose was sticking ool of the  erate the Turtle Lake . 83

Garry Ashiton, a former Saskatoni-  waber and T was o jerab it. But m-g_«m Ty o
an who returned hers for the Christ-  as | got closer [went Holy ———1"  ount for the monster
mas , says he once touched belioves the “dog” was s Marcel MW
Uhe thing with & paddie. m Ilnmu SwaAm riv-

“1 wais on my jet boat at the time, L - Usaw was about five feelaf o, “habitat, and ints the
muu-mm%u it in the waler. Mwmﬂﬂsm
owned a cottage al the lake for 3 “It's (the Turtle Lake Monster)  have blscked refurn.
years. Just themselves

“1 thought it was & dog in the Wi on the surface.” MORE ON PAGE A2

A2 Local ruesdsy. Januay 5. 1991 Saskatoon, Saskatchewan  The Star-Phoenix

Wanted: fisherman with camera ready

S : : “Very, very seldom have | ever  and couldn’t return because of
0 - hﬁrﬂf:?mmw beaver dams s “probably a good
from Page A1 on the mg-ﬂjﬂi::e where il wasn't  assessment.’’ he

Mary says there's an average of il river systems are home {o vir-
one sighting of the monster each  (ually this province’s stur- Mﬂmw
e .

year. E0NS, .
For thase who aclence ° Fowever, Nafel is aware of one 21, (We hever gaw anthing (hat

over legend, the theory being caught in Candle Lake ponqor mystery

is an attractive one. about twoe decades ago and he “Mind you," he adds, “that lake

But it may have a hole in if. says undoubtedly there are others pretty big."
Paul Naftel, director of the pro- lnlnkeamlhy’;renmmd v big-
vincial fisheries branch, s;_‘vf

sturgeon are bottom-feeding, msmumﬂmtmlhmn ployees and a man who's been in-



In 1990, a fictional children’s book was released by author Jeni Mayer (Thistledown Press)
using the Turtle Lake and its celebrated monster as the book’s setting. Entitled “The Mystery of

the Turtle Lake Monster”, several reviews were published about the book over the years. Here is
one example:

Reqgina Sun March 15,1992, Page 9

taking care of her is an ordeal She
is always hungry and even an
entire carion of milk doesnt keep
her satisfied for long. Tiamal 15
sure that Jeremy’s pet gerhils and
guinea pigs are meanl 1o be
dragon-snacks and she terrorizes
the household dog and cats
Luckily she is invisible to everyone
except Jeremy and Mary Lou
Hutton. bui her telepathic
communications with Jeremy
prove extremely distracling in
class In fact Jeremy geis into so
much trouble that he is forbidden
to enter the special art contest he
has been looking forward to all
year. Is being a dragon hatcher
really worth it” Bruce Colville tells
ahumorous magical tale
Henry doesn't feel the least bit
magical but his mother dispatches
him to Wizard's Hall to study for a
career in enchantment Rena ned
Thornwallow, he resclves te try
Mwib lem’-? magic.
U . his spell-casting is
bopeless and being tone-deal. be
cannol even chant properls
reluctantly decides (o leave
Wizard's Hall and his new friends
but discovers that he is the one
hundred and thirteenth student.
and exactly that number of young
wizands is needed 1o defeat the enl
wizard Nettle and his Quilted
Beast. The night of the
confrontation draws near and 2
terrified Thornmallow has no idea
what he will do. But he will try.
Well-loved writer Jane Yolen has
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Perhaps it’s ‘pseudo’ new

So... There is something new on the face of the Earth
after all. What is described as an “entirely new" species
of mammal has been discovered in the jungles of Viet
nam. It is said to have characteristics resembling a cow, a
horse, a goat and an antelope, all in one package. It has
even been given a scientific name: “pseudoryx nghel-
inhensis.”

If we were close to April Fool's day, all of this would
sound like somebody's idea for a little joke. A British
biologist insists it is no such thing. Nor, apparently, is
there any suggestion the Vietnamese people who share
their space with the creature are just setting lﬂ) a tourist
attraction. The scientist described the pseudoryx as a
cowlike creature, with the glossy coat of a horse, the
agility of a goal and the long horns of an antelope. He has
nol seen the creature, He claims, however, to have done
tests on skulls, hides and teeth of specimens that have
gone wherever pseudoryxes go when they leave this vale
of tears. DNA tests on these items are said to confirmed
thal the beast is a “new” mammal.

The use of “new” in this context would, of course, be
vigorously disputed by any self-respecting pseudoryx.
Undoubtedly, it would point out that it is nol “new,” hav-
ing been around the Vietnamese jungles for quite some
time. Just beeause it took eons for a European (o come on
the scene, does not make the creature “new,” any more
than the land which Columbus “discovered was some
kind of “new world.”

All that aside, the “discovery” of the pseudoryx raises
i;ntemli:ﬁ questions for other species. Perhaps tales
about tchewan's Turtle Lake monster will be
received in future with less skepticism. The same might
go for Bigfoot, Ogopogo and Nessie, If there are critters
in Vietnam which combine features of the horse, cow,
goat and antelope, the old sailors line to the effect of
ﬂ:ae lad, there be dragons™ may not be so far out after
all.




Saskatoon Star Phoenix Jul

12 1994 . 3rd Page

- Compiled by Wayne Roberts
- 25 YEARS AGO: Pion-Era attendance was

lagging.

the fi
weater tho demrvod

manager
the

Ray Johnson blamed
ght of farmers. But the
a share of the blame.
Heavy rain and unseasonable weather at the be-

ginning of the week discouraged attendance.

- 10 YEARS AGO: Joe Jacobson, who had
farmed along Turtle Lake since 1918, and his
- companion, Don Wylie of 1689 Cassino Ave,

. the lake|

kat

n Star Phoenix Jul 1

sighted what they believed to be the lake's mon-
- sler. Native lore said a huge monster lurked in

7

Website shows world real Sask.

By Joanne Paulson
of Thye StarPhoenix

Saskatchewan is s0 much more
than the view seen through the wind-
shield of o car travelling along the
TransCanada, Yellowhead or High
wiry 11, savs Dave Yanko

He jgout o prove it to the world.

Yankn and his hrother Paul, both
journalists and avid Saskatchewan
fans, have gone on line with the first
tourism magazine exclusively aboul
Lris province. .

Virtual Saskatchewan Online
Magarine (virtualskeom) has been in
the works sinee last Octaber, when
the Yankos staried collecting infor-
mation [rom every chrner of the
provinee,

Since hitting the Internet May 16,
Virtual Saskatchewan has heen ac-
vessed hy people from  Korea,
France, Australin, New Zealand and
all over the United States and Cana-
da, It has also won three awards,

While tourism information is
available on & number of websites,
the new virtual publication runs ful-
Iy researched stories on fopics rang-
ing from Grey Owls Cabin to the
mythical Turtle Lake monster

“We're nol just aiming af attrac-
tions.” said Yanko in a Tuesday in-
teTview.

“We're also deing storles about
people and arists o give people &
sense of what Saskatehewan is like
heneath the surface”

In the first edition, web browsers
can read a story on the “tvpical
Saskatchewan [arm family,” a topic
fascinating (o Europeans. explains
ek,

While the Yankos provide the writ-
ing and researching, the digital pub-
lishing company zu.com provides the
graphie design and eompuier knowl-
odge.

Ryan Lejbak of owcom and his
stall have set up the site with a map
ilustrating the 11 provineial tourism
regions,

“Every single community event in
Saskatchewan is listed on the site,
from the Jazz Festival — which gets

a lot of publicity — to (lesser-known
events like) the Kinistino rodeo,”
suid Liejhak. )

Aceompanying the stories and
evenis are full-color photos and
graphics to link browsers easily with
other sites and pages, Like any pub-
lieation, Virteal Saskatehewan solie-
its advertising and develops reader
shiip with is stories,

Soon, Yankn plans toadd a fully in-
teractive Saskatrhe wan road map —
Al first one on the Internet, as far os
he knows,

The site was originally planned for
renewal every twn monthis, but peo-
e were alrendy s king for moe up-
to-date information. A new edition
will be postad every two weeks.

For Saskatchewanians, the web-
site will help people chonse vaca-
tion spots — whether for o long
weekend or a full family holiday.

Far hrowsers outside the provinee
— and the country — Virtual
Saskatchewan will introduce the
many stiractions available here,
savs Yanko,

Cne of those browsers nominated
the site for a “Canadian Cool Site of
the Day" award, which was given o
Virtual Saskatchewan on Canada
Day. Leibak says this award is one of
the more &msﬂgluuﬂ Internet
awnrds available.

The: site also won a Starting Point
Hot Site Award out of Chicago: and
one of 25 Lasto’s Web Page Design
Awards,

[t was a long houl putting together
the magazine's debul edition, but
gwu awards gave the partners a big

DL

It all new,” said Yanko, a former
StarPhoeniy editor and columnist.
“We may be encountering the same

SP Phaio by R
Dave Yanko wants to show web browsers the many sides of Saskalchewan

problems someone in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania is, but we have to fig-
ure this all out ourselves.

“We're loarming to meld the skills
Paul and 1 have with the skills at
s e righ into

t is the right time to get a
tourism-related business, he adds,
betause toiirism i the fourth-biggest
industry in the naticn, and the
fastest-growing.

Yankn is reluctant to estimate how
much affect his new magazine will
have on the provineial industry, but
fieels there could be benefits,

“Inasmuch as we have introduced
Saskatchewan, .. to people who have
never heard of it before, there’s a
benefit right there.

“It's a goeat mix — the World Wide
Web and tourism. Are we going to
help Saskatchewan®” [ don't see
we oouldn't™



Reqgina Leader-Post November 14,1998

E
n

ik

T
m

uwmm m
e mw

.mW

mmw =3iet

,_Ml

w mmm

i3 mmm

MWM M mwmwmm

if

Ese
HEH IR

i

mm

it

3§

m.mw
bl

833

m& :
muﬂm

ik

mw

% T§1§ .
i

st |
ETM Elng

s
1L

i

it“““‘“‘h

5
3



This week's column is the st
three fish. One was caught in
land, one in Ontario and one in
Saskatchewan. The Thai fish was a
monster-sized catfish and the On-
tario fish was a huge lake sturgeon,
but in the eyes of Connor Parker
Cates, the e he caught was the
biggest of them all,
spapers around the world car-

ried the story of the two Thai fisher-
men from Chiang Khong who
pulled an unbelievably large catfish
from the Mekong River. This catfish
might well be the largest freshwater
fish ever caught in world. It was
over two metres (nine feet) long, It
weighed 293.6 kilograms (or 646

nds). No matter how you look at
It that is a real mess of catfish,

Saskatoon Sun July 24, 2005 Page 33

An attempt was made to r:lmse
the fish, but it died before
gel it back into the water, ﬁsh
was then cut up and the villagers en-
joyed dining on catfish,

Our second fish story is about a
big lake st caught in Black
Sturgeon in Ontario, Since
these swim in some lncal lakes, m
could well be readin
this concerning a Sas an an-
gler. For example, the Turtle Lake
iyt 7 i o

in when it could no

Imégu' get down the river.
am Coleman battled the swr-
geon for 90 minutes before he was
able to release the fish. There is no
way of knowing the exact weight of
the sturgeon since it was released

PHILLIPS

wuhmu being officially WEIEHIL A
that weighed 76 kilograms

pounds) was 175 centimetres

{69 inches) long with a girth of 91
centimetres (36 inches). Coleman'’s
fish was 215 centimetres (85 inches)
long with a girth of 88 centimetres
(35 inches). Tt is likely that Cole-
man’s sturgeon weighed in at just
under 100 kilograms, or around 200

plus pounds.

Saskatoon Sun, Sunday, July 24, 2005 33

Catchlng the biggest fish in the whole world

Combined, these two fish total
near 500 kilograms, or | 000
s. But when it comes to “big"
sh, ofien size does not enter
question. [f we think back to catch-
ing our first fish, it was a fish of
mnrnrnuln.l:adpm ions. My first
pike seemed 1o be bigger than me.
When our young neighbor Con-
nor came (o talk o me the other day,
his smile covered his whole face.
The reason for his smile was he had
Just caught his first fish. Thcmf]l;xll
photograph shows a serious |
seven-year old holding a small plke
When he told me the story of
catching the qike, his excitement
bubbl have long believed
that when it comes to taking young-
sters fishing, it does not matter how

big the fish are. Your first fish is al-
ways big, whether it be a ‘h!l

walleye or pike. What maters is
ynu take the time to ﬁ kids out-
doors, so they can try their hands at
activities like fishing.

Sometime this week or next, [
plan to take Connor, his sister Zog
and their dad down to Diefenbaker
1o try our luck at catching more fish.
Tknow that Zog will be just as excit-
ed as Connor was when she latches
onto her first fish.

Do not let summer pass by with-
out taking some kids fishing. Their
enthusiasm and sense of wonder
will fill you with a renewed appreci-
ation for our incredible natural
world. Get out there and go fishing
with kids.
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1980’ era scuvenir from Turtle lake

Epilogue

It is said that every great legend has some kernel of truth behind it. It's my hope with this
anthology, that the legend of the Turtle Lake Monster will live on, well into the other great
unknown - the future

Nothing stirs the imagination of a child more than stories of a great creature stalking the
depths of a Canadian lake. This publication is therefore dedicated to the world’s children - the
young minds who will soon be the custodians of this and indeed all stories from their ancestors.



(artistic impreasion)

(2020 visit, Topp’s Cove, facing North)
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