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Dedication

To my parents; thanks for those magical years at Turtle Lake 1978-1987.

Introduction
Few things can shape, inspire, and stir the imagination of a child more than spending

time at one of Canada's magical northern lakes - except maybe adding to those adventures a
long standing and persistent rumour of a monster inhabiting the lake’s cold dark depths…

It is said every legend has at least some kernel of truth in it; some connection to a once
factual event. This document  is intended to serve two purposes:

1. To offer a story and help ensure the legend of the Turtle Lake Monster survives into
the future.
2. To provide an anthology of located/known written resources that were published about
the creature in years’ past.



Location and Physical Attributes
Turtle Lake Saskatchewan resides at 53.58192 degrees north latitude and -108.64865

longitude:100 Kms North of North Battleford, 130 Kms NE from Lloydminster (Google Maps).



Turtle Lake is approximately 27.5 kms long, and 6 km wide at its widest point. Though
not seen at this level of scale (see preceding map), the lake is accessible by road on both the
east and west sides. Thunderchild First Nation resides West of Turtle Lake.

“A single outlet is present, this being at the south end via the Turtle Lake River. The
Turtle Lake River flows south and joins the North Saskatchewan River at a point near Delmas,
Saskatchewan. The Turtle Lake River is supplied with water from the lake for a short length of
time each spring, however, there appears to be an appreciable outflow in only one year out of
five resulting in a very limited amount of flushing. The lake is maintained at a relatively constant
level as a result of the small amount of outflow.”  (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg4)

“The water area of the lake is 24.8 square miles (15,872 acres). It has a maximum depth
of 14 metres (46.9) and a mean depth of 6,29 metres (20.6 feet). Other than inflow by way of
several small streams at the north end, water level is maintained by runoff from local
precipitation. Outflow occurs only in the spring of an average year through the Turtle Lake
River.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967,pg64)

“The lake slopes gradually towards a single deep point, typical of most of the lakes found
on the glacial deposits of the agricultural region of the province. The maximum depth recorded
for the lake was 14. 3 metres (46.9 feet) at a point midway between Sunset Beach and Kopp’s
[Cove] Beach.The average depth was only 6.29 metres due to the extremely shallow northern

quarter of the lake which scarcely exceeded 0.5 metres.” (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967,pg5)

As far as overall biological productivity (i.e. ability to support a statistically high fish
population), Turtle Lake ranks highly when compared to other Saskatchewan lakes:

“Plankton, bottom fauna, and fish production are considered the three key factors by
which the productive capacity of a lake can be evaluated. [..] [in Saskatchewan]Turtle Lake
ranks eighth in plankton production [...]. In bottom fauna production it ranks eleventh. [...] Fish
production ranks more favourably - among the highest producers in the province than do the
other two indices. Turtle Lake ranks fifth.”  (Biol. of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg53.)



Earliest Reports of Something Unusual

(artistic impression)
It’s 1923,

“Amidst winter ice, commercial fishermen complained that something huge was creating
significant holes in their nets”. (Page 346 Livelong the Sands of Time)

“A commercial and domestic fishery was in existence on Turtle Lake since the turn of the
[last] century" (Dominion Alberta and Saskatchewan Commission Report 1910-1911). Whitefish
have been the mainstay of this fishery in spite of the large numbers of other fish present.” (Biol.
of Turtle Lake Fishery, 1967, pg58)

"In 1923 [...] the first cooperatives were formed but prices were very low - 9 cents a
pound for white fish and pickerel and two cents for jacks. Catches were heavy, the fishermen
often piled their catch along the frozen banks, then hauled them by team to Paynton where they
were shipped to Winnipeg" (page 344- Livelong the Sands of Time).

It so happened that the very same year (1923) it was recorded that “a horse headed
animal with a long neck was seen by local resident Jack Matthews” (In the Domain of the Lake
Monsters: The Search for the Denizens of the Deep. John Kirk, p195)

First Nations Oral tradition may predate the year 1923. We don’t have exact dates on
oral stories, but did find this general reference from a contributor on Reddit. This perception
paints a very pragmatic and practical view of what the monster was perceived to be:



:
(from reddit.com)

“[First Nations] legends [...] tell of ‘‘the big fish’’ inhabiting the picturesque resort lake”.
(Livelong - Sands of Time, pg 348)

In “Ghost Stories of Saskatchewan Volume 3” page 174, it is written, “It [the lake] would
be perfect if not for the massive, writhing creature said to lurk in its depths. Ask any of the locals
- they are all familiar with the story, which predates settlement of the area. The Cree were the
first to speak of it, telling cautionary tales about people who had vanished after venturing into
the monster’s territory.”

Later Reports
Because of the lake’s size, beauty, appeal, and relative proximity to a few  populous

communities (i.e. The Battlefords, Lloydminster, Saskatoon, Edmonton) the lake began to be
developed for recreational purposes in the 1930s.

“O.E Warner can be credited with developing the first resort. Ole Knutson bought
Warner’s resort and built the big dance hall, tearing down the old one. Art Larson ran the resort
in the late ’30’s. Added attractions were an annual stampede and sports day. Frank Bekolay
purchased the resort and began the first division into lots for lease or sale. Lyle and Lil Varty
then purchased this resort and built the Northlander Inn, after moving the dance hall to a new
location…[]...At the same time many more resorts were being developed around Turtle Lake,
some much larger than others.” (Livelong Sands of Time pg 344).



(artistic impression)

The first documented newspaper reference of the TLM (found
so far) arrived in 1947…



Saskatoon Star Phoenix May 5, 1947



The 1950s thru 70s was a boom period at Turtle Lake involving lot sales, road
improvements, cabin building, and recreational development. The next newspaper article found
so far on the topic came 29 years later. It was in the 1970s and 80s that articles on the topic
took off and peaked.

Saskatoon Star Phoenix March 1 1978



Saskatoon Star Phoenix Wednesday Jan 10, 1979



Regina Leader-Post Jan 13, 1979

“In winter, it tears huge holes in the nets of local fishermen. In summer, it frightens
swimmers and boaters. According to the Canadian Press Story carried by the Niagra Falls
Review, Jan 31 1979, The huge monster has three humps, a long neck, the head of a horse,
pig, or dog, depending on the report of the observer. The Turtle Lake terror has been dismissed
as a huge lake sturgeon. There are reports of a monster appearing in the lake since the mid
1920s.” (Mysterious Canada - John Robert Columbo, pg 309)



Regina Leader-Post May 22 1979
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Saskatoon Star Phoenix Sept 7th, 1979



Calgary Harold - November 6, 1981, Pg A8



Saskatoon Star Phoenix November 9, 1981



The Globe And Mail, Wednesday December 9, 1981



Saskatoon Star Phoenix July 11 1984



Saskatoon Star Phoenix August 8, 1984
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Saskatoon Star Phoenix August 15 1984



Globe and Mail Oct 22,1984



Saskatoon Star Phoenix Jan 30 1985

Our Sighting of the Turtle Lake Monster
Turtle Lake, Saskatchewan, Canada

-Rob and Dave Grosse (brothers)
Our parents Rob and Anita Grosse owned a cabin on Coon Ave at Kopp's Cove Turtle

Lake Saskatchewan between 1978 and 1987. We were a family from Saskatoon that spent our
weekends and vacations at the cabin. Our father Robert Grosse Sr. was a heating plant/boiler
operator at Sears Midtown Plaza, and our mother Anita Grosse spent time as a Social Worker
with Saskatchewan Social Services, Sask Abilities, and the Kinsmen Children’s Centre.

These were defining years for us young kids and I have many many fond memories of
vacation life at Turtle Lake.

Rob and Dave, fort building at Turtle Lak



Young Dave, mother Anita, Rob, and friend Daniel
As young pre-teens, my brother Dave and I were graced with a sighting of the Turtle

Lake Monster August of 1985, while out for a ride in a powered SportsPal canoe. Dad had
recently decided we were old enough to go out on the lake short distances on our own (I was
about 12 and Dave about 10). This particular evening, the lake was exceptionally calm, and we
could not resist but head out for a canoe ride.

Young Dave and Rob enjoying their newly found freedom as young pre-teens; sighting area in background

While still in the bay off the shores of Kopp’s Cove, we spotted what we initially
perceived to be a stubby log, or half a telephone or power pole - floating at a distance out in the
bay. The creature’s location is provided in the following diagram:



We were using a small 4 horsepower engine and always had some rope in the canoe, so
we decided to head to the object and tow it ashore where it would be out of harm's way for other
boaters. (We were kids spending time on the lake; what else would young pre-teens with
newly found freedom and lots of time on their hands think of doing?)

As we approached the object, we were shocked to realise it wasn’t a log; we were
actually seeing the dorsal section of a large fish. If memory serves (2022) , it was maybe 7 to 10
feet in length. Using the depth map at the end of this document, it was on the surface above
approx 5 metres of water (i.e. essentially very close to the 5m isobar seen on the depth map).

(Artistic impression)



The creature was stationary; little movement, if it all. It was dark in tint, smooth yet scaly.
We saw ridges, scales, and a ridged back. Dave remembers a dorsal fin/tail. We do not
remember seeing the head. Rather than staying and watching it (we were young,excited, and
knew exactly what we were seeing as the legend of the TLM had been around for decades), we
jetted back to the shore as fast as the little 4 horsepower Johnson would take us. We ran up the
gravel road of Coon Avenue (flailing our arms and overexcited) to tell our parents what we
saw.

The family cabin on Coon Ave Kopp’s Cove

Brothers Brian, Rob, Dave. and family pet Brandy
When we got back to the beach with parents in tow, the large creature had submerged

and was gone (It would have been visible from the bottom of Coon Avenue).



Regina Leader-Post Sat May 9 1987



Saskatoon Star Phoenix Wed October 7 1987



Saskatoon Star Phoenix October 21 1987



Regina Leader-Post June 3 1989



Saskatoon Star Phoenix January 4 1991



Saskatoon Star Phoenix January 8 1991



In 1990, a fictional children’s book was released by author Jeni Mayer (Thistledown Press)
using the Turtle Lake and its celebrated monster as the book’s setting. Entitled “The Mystery of
the Turtle Lake Monster”, several reviews were published about the book over the years. Here is
one example:

Regina Sun March 15,1992, Page 9



Saskatoon Star Phoenix June 12 1993



Saskatoon Star Phoenix July 12 1994, 3rd Page

Saskatoon Star Phoenix July 9 1997



Regina Leader-Post November 14,1998



Saskatoon Sun July 24, 2005 Page 33



Depth Map



1980’s era souvenir from Turtle Lake

Epilogue

It is said that every great legend has some kernel of truth behind it. It’s my hope with this
anthology, that the legend of the Turtle Lake Monster will live on, well into the other great
unknown - the future.

Nothing stirs the imagination of a child more than stories of a great creature stalking the
depths of a Canadian lake. This publication is therefore dedicated to the world’s children - the
young minds who will soon be the custodians of this and indeed all stories from their ancestors.
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(2020 visit, Kopp’s Cove,  facing North)
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Ensuring the legend lives on; Sharing family history and the story of the TLM with my son and daughters in 2020/21.
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